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Whereas, JOHN G. GRIMSLEY of Jacksonville, Florida, was a respected and deeply loved member of The Real Property, Probate and Trust Law Section of The Florida Bar who passed away on November 20, 2025, survived by his wife of 65 years, Dorothy; their children, daughter, Katherine, and son, Richard;; three cherished grandchildren, Taylor, Sophia, and Nicholas; his sister-in-law Pat Zaborsky; and his nephew David; and 

Whereas, John received his undergraduate degree from Florida State University, his JD degree from Duke University School of Law, and was admitted to The Florida Bar in 1963; and

Whereas, John had a long and distinguished legal career, concentrating on wills, trusts, estates, and fiduciary law; and 

Whereas, John was a dedicated member and leader of The Real Property, Probate and Trust Law Section of The Florida Bar, holding several leadership positions and serving as Chair of the Section from 1973-1974 and, among other accomplishments, started the tradition of the Section’s out-of-state meetings; and

Whereas, John will be remembered for his participation on the Legislative Probate Code Study Commission which led to the enactment of the Florida Probate Code of 1974, modernizing estate law in Florida, as well as co-authoring the 3rd and 4th editions of Florida Law of Trusts, the definitive treatise on Florida trust law; and


Whereas, John gave unselfishly of his time, generously sharing his knowledge and serving as a trustee for several Florida-based trusts which helped direct transformative resources to education, health care, and social services across the northeastern region of Florida; and



Whereas, John also had a history of dedicated involvement with his community through his support of The United Way, The Bridge, and several other causes that strengthen his beloved home, Jacksonville, Florida; and

Whereas, the Executive Council of The Real Property, Probate and Trust Law Section of The Florida Bar recognizes the extraordinary dedication and service that John provided during his lifetime to his community, his family, and The Florida Bar, particularly its Real Property, Probate and Trust Law Section, and acknowledges that he will be sorely missed.


NOW, Therefore, be it resolved by the Executive Council of The Real Property, Probate and Trust Law Section of The Florida Bar that the loss of John G. Grimsley is mourned, and that his distinguished service and rich contributions to the practice of law, particularly to the practice of trust and estate law, are respected, appreciated, acknowledged, and will be remembered forever.


Unanimously Adopted by the Executive Council of The Real Property, Probate and Trust Law Section of The Florida Bar at Ponte Vedra, Florida, this 30th  day of May, 2026.






Wm. Cary Wright, Chair
The Real Property, Probate and Trust Law Section of The Florida Bar
