


The Real Property, Probate and Trust Law Section
Minutes of the Executive Council Meeting
Ponte Vedra Inn & Club, Ponte Vedra, Florida
Saturday, May 30th, 2026



I.	Presiding – Wm. Cary Wright, Chair 
	The Chair called the meeting to order at approximately 9:50 a.m.

	 

II.	Secretary’s Report – Wilhelmina Kightlinger, Secretary

1.	Secretary, Wilhelmina Kightlinger, presented the Minutes of the January 31,2026, meeting of the Executive Council held at the Sunseeker Resort, Charlotte Harbor, Florida, for approval.  A motion to approve those Minutes was made and seconded.  The motion passed unanimously. 

2.	The Executive Council Attendance Roster for 2025-2026 was circulated.

a.	The Secretary reminded Council members of the attendance requirements in the Section’s Bylaws, i.e.,: 

RPPTL Section Bylaws, Article V, Section 4 states in relevant part, “. . . if any past section chair is absent from 10 consecutive in-state executive council meetings, or if any other member of the executive council fails to attend at least 2 in-state executive council meetings in-person in any membership year, the member is deemed to have resigned from the executive council, and any section office or position held by that person is deemed vacant.”

b.	The Secretary also asked Executive Council members to please review the Attendance Roster and either make a note of any corrections on the Roster or send an e-mail message identifying requested corrections.  

 


III.	Chair's Report — Wm. Cary Wright, Chair


1. The Chair recognized the following special guests:  Family of John G. Grimsley

Past Chair David Brennan spoke regarding Mr. Grimsley and his history and service to the Section on behalf of the citizens of Florida.  

The Secretary read the resolution honoring John G. Grimsley, and the Chair presented a framed copy of the resolution to the family. 

Past Chair Rohan Kelly shared some memories of Mr. Grimsley with the Executive Council. 

2. The Chair recognized and thanked the Section’s Platinum, Gold, and Silver Sponsors, as well as the Section’s App Sponsor.  During the course of the meeting, the Chair invited the following Sponsor representatives to briefly address the Council:

Shannon Widman - The Fund 
		Bradley Tennant - Real Advice
		Jim Russick - Old Republic Title
Joe Tschida – WFG National Title Insurance
		Gary Marshall -  Stout Risius Ross Inc. 
		Richard DeNapoli - Coral Gables Trust		 
		Carlos Batlle – JP Morgan
		Cynthia Manfredi - FNF Family of Companies		
		Laura Licastro - Westcor Land Title Insurance Company
		Ashley McRae – Stewart Title Guaranty Company  
		Lee Offir - Title Resources
		John Celmer – Leap Legal Software
		Travis Finchum - Guardian Trust 
		Len Prescott – First American Title 

3.	The Chair recognized the following Milestones:	Comment by Allison Bartlett: You have two 2s in this section.
	 
a. Toby (William T.) Muir of Dunwody, White & Landon, P.A. – Recognized as the Estate Planner of the Year at the May 12, 2026 meeting of the Greater Miami Estate Planning Council, honoring his professional excellence and leadership within the legal community and the RPPTL Section.
b. Rachel Barlow of The Diamond Law Firm, P.A. – Married Samuel Mattheus on October 25, 2025, in Dunedin, Florida. 
c. Lauren Busey (ALM), Assistant General Counsel for American Pet Resort, LLC. – Welcomed twin girls, Scarlett and Violet, in August 2025.
			

4.	The Chair reported the following Interim Actions of the Executive Committee:
	a.	Approved for the Section to appear as an Amicus in the Florida Supreme Court in the Mooney v. Colors Case No. SC2025-1513

5.	The Chair reviewed the Executive Council Meeting schedule for the 2025-2026 year.

6.	General Comments of the Chair – 

John Moran called for a point of order to congratulate the Chair on a successful year and welcome him to the back row.  The Executive Council joined in cheers and adulation. 


IV.	Board of Governors Report – W. Braxton Gilliam for Paige A. Greenlee, Liaison 

Mr. Gilliam updated the Council on the actions taken by the Florida Bar Board of Governors since the last Executive Council meeting and the impact on the court system resulting from the budget that came out of the Legislature this week.    

                                                            
V.	Chair-Elect's Report – Jon Scuderi, Chair-Elect


The Chair-Elect reviewed the 2026-2027 Executive Council Meeting Schedule and noted registration is open for the Out-of-State meeting to Alaska.  Steve Hearn regaled the Executive Council on the positive attributes of the official RPPTL Alaska meeting sweatshirt.  

The Chair-Elect reviewed the 2026-2027 Leadership Appointments and instructed the members to reach out to the Division directors if they have any questions.  


VI.	Treasurer's Report – Angela M. Adams, Treasurer

The Treasurer, Angela Adams, reported on the Statements of Financial Condition through April 30, 2026, included in the Agenda package.  Angela explained that allocations for the out-of-state trip have been pulled from the general budget and will show in the out-of-state meeting item in the next set of financial statements. 

The cost to provide for Zoom attendance at this meeting was $493.90.


VII. 	Director of At-Large Members Report – Brenda B. Ezell, Director

The Director of At-Large members, Brenda Ezell, recognized and thanked the chairs of the ALMs subcommittees and congratulated Sylvia Rojas as the ALM of the Year.

Jane Cornett recognized the “Pro Bono Heros” recognized by the 4th Circuit who are members of the Executive Council, several who are current or former Fellows:

	Sandy Boisorand
	Camile Baily
	John Cherneski
	Danielle Clark
	Christine Ertl
	Brenda Ezel
	Sara Harmon
	Sean Kelly
	Lyuda Kolyesnik
	David Naples
	Linda Super 


Darlene Bell-Alexander presented on behalf of the ALMS’s Education and Outreach Committee and recognized the efforts of ALMS Steve Heuston who presented at the Salvation Army Planned Giving Representatives at their National Headquarters and was also celebrating his 29th year as a board-certified attorney. Darby Jones and Betsy Leslie presented at the RPPTL Annual Guardianship Seminar on “What Professional Fiduciaries Want”. She also noted that as part of the Heirs’ Property/PIHPA Initiative and ALM’s Education and Outreach, the article, “Clearing Title: How Florida’s Legal Aid Programs Are Confronting Heirs’ Property Challenges.” was published in RPPTL’s Actionline Winter edition. The article was authored by LaTonya Lipscomb Smith, Esq., from Three Rivers Legal Services, with assistance by University of Florida law student Roberto Barrera.

Syliva Rojas presented on behalf of the Law School subcommittee of ALMs and recognized visiting law students at the meeting.  Sylvia informed the Council on the efforts of the subcommittee to provide speakers for presentations and seminars at various law schools in Florida.  Sylvia encouraged Council members to contact her if they are interested in speaking at a law school

Sylvia informed the Council regarding the review and update of the Section website, specifically the homepage.   She encouraged committee chairs to update their webpages on the Section site.  

Richard Warner reported on the efforts of the undergraduate shadowing of the law subcommittee to reach out to undergraduates to explore and consider a career in real property, probate, and trust law.   


VIII. 	CLE Seminar Coordination Report – Michael V. Hargett  (Real Property) and Nicklaus J. Curley (Probate & Trust), Co-Chairs
	
Nick Curley, CLE Co-Chair (PT), thanked those who spoke at various Section CLE programs throughout the Bar year.   He recognized the success of CLI and the Probate Law programs.  



IX.	Legislation Committee Report – Lee A. Weintraub (Real Property) and S. Dresden Brunner  (Probate & Trust), Co-Chairs 

	
	Dresden Brunner, Legislation Committee Co-Chair (PT) reported on the outcome of the 2026 legislative session and the status of the legislative efforts of the Section. 	 


	


[bookmark: _Hlk175748831]X.	General Standing Committees Report – Jon Scuderi, Chair-Elect


Action Items:
 

A. Legislation Committee – Lee A. Weintraub (Real Property) and S. Dresden Brunner (Probate & Trust), Co-Chairs

Dresden Brunner, Legislation Committee co-chair (PT), moved to adopt the list of the Legislative Positions of the Section as set forth in the attachment to the agenda as follows:

1. Move Section position at item number 13 (d) from “Real Property / Property Rights” and renumber it as number 10 (d) and include under “Real Property / Foreclosures and Judicial Sales” where it is better suited: 

d. Supports proposed legislation expanding applicability of §697.07 (Assignment of Rents) and §702.10 (Order to Make Payments During Foreclosure) to third parties who acquire properties subject to a mortgage. 

2. Motion to approve renewal of the existing Section legislative positions except for the following,

1(f): “Probate, Trust & Guardianship / Estate Planning” f. Supports proposed legislation which would amend Section 117.201, Florida Statutes, to create a definition of “witness” (when used as a noun) for purposes off remote online notarization and witnessing of electronic documents. 

4(h): “Probate, Trust & Guardianship / Trust” h. Support revisions to the Florida Community Property Trust Act (Sections 736.1501, et al., of the Florida Statutes) to fix language in the definitional section of the Act that was inadvertently included during the bill-drafting process for the original Act (Section 736.1502(1)); to clarify that the Act applies to express trusts created, amended, restated, or modified after July 1, 2021 (Section 736.1502(2)); and to clarify that the transfer of homestead property to a Florida Community Property Trust is not a change of ownership for purposes of Chapter 193 and does not trigger a reassessment of the value of the property (new Section 736.151(3)). [Added 9/20/2024] 

13(c) “Real Property / Property Rights” c. Supports legislation to provide a statutory definition for ejectment actions, provide for jurisdiction in the circuit courts for such actions, eliminate any ambiguity over whether pre-suit notice is required in such actions, and update the language in the existing ejectment statute.

Being a committee motion, no second is needed.   The motion passed unanimously. 

B. Long-Range Planning Committee – Jon Scuderi, Chair

1. Motion to appoint Louis B. Guttmann, III (Past Chair 2003-2004) as an honorary member of the RPPTL Executive Council

Past Chair Melissa Murphy reviewed the accomplishments of Mr. Guttmann and his service to the Section in support of the motion. 

Being a committee motion, no second is needed.   The motion passed unanimously.  
 
2. Motion to appoint Roger O. Isphording (Past Chair 1990-1991) as an honorary member of the RPPTL Executive Council 

Past Chair David Brennan reviewed the accomplishments of Mr. Isphording and his service to the Section in support of the motion.

Being a committee motion, no second is needed.   The motion passed unanimously.

3. Motion to appoint Edward F. Koren (Past Chair 1988-1989) as an honorary member of the RPPTL Executive Council

Bill Lane, Liaison with the Tax Section, reviewed the accomplishments of Mr. Koren and his service to the Section in support of the motion. 

Being a committee motion, no second is needed.   The motion passed unanimously. 

	Information Items:

A. Amicus Committee - Gerald B. Cope, Jr., Robert W. Goldman and John W. Little, III, Co-Chairs 

Bob Goldman, Co-Chair of the Amicus Committee reviewed the process for an amicus brief for the Section and provided an update on the amicus brief for the Mooney case involving a homeowner’s association’s enforcement of a restrictive covenant and the issue of self-help and conflict between 6th and 4th DCA.   Bob reported that the answer brief is due June 5, 2026.  


B. 	Fellows Committee – Bridget M. Friedman, Taniquea Reid, Co-Chairs 

Bridget Friedman and Taniquea Reid, Co-Chairs of the Fellows Committee thanked the Fellows who are graduating from the program for their hard work and service to the Section.   Bridget reported that the committee is in the process of notifying the new incoming Fellows.   She also informed the Executive Council regarding the Fellows’ service project at this meeting, Blessings in a Backpack.  The Fellows packed over 500 backpacks for the program. 

C.     Information Technology Committee – Hardy Roberts, III, Chair

Jon Scuderi, Chair Elect, informed the Executive Council that the committee is reviewing competitive bids regarding improvements to the Section’s website and listserv and that approval of the contract will need to be an interim action by the Executive Committee.	
[bookmark: _Hlk175748772]


XI.	Probate and Trust Law Division Report – Sancha K. Brennan, Division Director

Action Items:
  
A. Trust Law Committee – M. Travis Hayes, Chair; Jolyon D. Acosta, Frederick “Ricky” Hearn, and Jennifer J. Robinson, Co-Vice Chairs 

Travis Hayes, Chair of the Trust Law Committee, presented the efforts of the subcommittee to review the portions of the Probate Code related to pretermitted children in support of the following Committee motion which has been an Information Item at the Four Seasons:

 Committee Motion to: 

a. Support legislation to extend protections for children born after a parent makes a will as currently available under the Probate Code to protections for a child born after the parent creates or updates a revocable trust; 

b. Find that such proposal is within the purview of the RPPTL Section; 

c. Authorize transmittal of the proposed legislation to The Florida Bar Board of Governors with a request for the Board’s approval; and 

e. Authorize the expenditure of funds from the Section’s budget necessary to effectuate the same.

Being a committee motion, no second is needed.   The motion passed unanimously.  

D. Report from the subcommittee reviewing the potential invalidity of spendthrift provisions - M. Travis Hayes, Chair/ Robert H. “Bo” Trudeau 

Travis Hayes presented the following Committee motion which was an Information Item at the Four Seasons:

a. Support revision to Section 736.0502, Florida Statutes, to clarify that a spendthrift provision is not invalid solely because a beneficiary, as trustee or otherwise, has discretion to make distributions to himself or herself based upon an ascertainable standard; 

b. Find that such proposal is within the purview of the RPPTL Section; 

c. Authorize transmittal of the proposed legislation to The Florida Bar Board of Governors with a request for the Board’s approval; and 

d. Authorize the expenditure of funds from the Section’s budget necessary to effectuate the same.

Deb Boje moved to amend the White Paper to remove any reference to Berlinger in the White Paper.  The Committee agreed to make the noted changes to the White Paper.  Since the proposed changes are the White Paper only and not the legislative position, no amendment to the pending motion was required.  

Being a committee motion, no second is needed.   After discussion and debate by the Executive Council, the motion passed.  

Sancha recognized Travis’ as the recipient of the John Arthur Jones award and his role as the Legislation Co-Chair (PT) next Bar year. 


Information Items:

A. Charitable Planning and Exempt Organizations Committee - Alyssa R. Wan, Chair, Carla DeLoach and Jeffrey Spina-Jennings, Co-Vice Chairs, and the Insurance, IRA and Employee Benefits Committee, Charles W. Callahan, III, Chair, Rachel Barlow and Rebecca Bell, Co-Vice Chairs 

Denise Cazobon presented a Subcommittee report and proposal of Section position related to the designation of charitable organizations as beneficiaries in documents other than testamentary instruments: 

Support legislation creating a process for charitable organizations listed as beneficiaries in instruments designating a beneficiary, other than a will or an instrument creating a trust, seeking information or the transfer of property to effectively and efficiently obtain such information without the need to provide any personal information for any individual employed by or serving on the board of the charitable organization or become an account owner with the holder of the property. 

B. Principal and Income Committee – Jolyon D. Acosta and Keith B. Braun, Co-Chairs; and Susan Kubar, Vice-Chair 

Susan Kunbar, Vice Chair, presented a Report from the committee, reviewing 2024 Florida Fiduciary Income and Principal Act and proposing legislative position and bill to correct glitches in the Act and proposed motion to support legislation to correct mistaken alterations to, and to clarify, the original text as intended in the 2024 Florida Fiduciary income and Principal Act. 

C. Probate Law and Procedure Committee -n Theodore S. Kypreos, Chair; Benjamin F. Diamond, J. Grier Pressley, Stacey Prince-Troutman, and Michael Sneeringer, Co-Vice Chairs

Tae Bronner presented on issues with the new curator bill that was passed by the legislature in 2026.  The legislation was not a Section initiative.   The Committee will be working on a legislative proposal for a glitch bill to address the issues raised.  


[bookmark: _Hlk175748458]XII.	Real Property Law Division Report – Steven H. Mezer, Division Director


Action Item: 	

Jeremy Cranford moved to waive Article VIII, Section 4(a) of the Bylaws of the Real Property, Probate and Trust Law Section, to consider Real Property Division Committee motions as set forth in the Agenda.  Motion seconded by Jon Moran.   

There was no discussion on the motion which was approved unanimously.

		
A. Real Property Problems Study – Susan K. Spurgeon and Brian W. Hoffman, Co-Chairs

Brian Hoffman presented a committee motion requesting that the RPPTL Section file an amicus brief in Manhattan Palms v. Crist, to reinforce the importance of the duties under Section 28.222, including specifically maintaining a correct registry of names of parties to an instrument and the alphabetical index, direct and indirect, of all instruments filed for record, including particularly as it concerns Florida real property as each instrument when recorded creates a class of individuals who are intended to rely upon the statutory index.  Further, that the direct and indirect index is not a more “easily” method of the classes protecting themselves, and that the Court should not create a duty to perform a second property description search which would eviscerate the statutory direct and indirect index without creating an alternative that allows justifiable reliance, and as nearly three and half decades has passed since the decision in First American Title Insurance Co. of St. Lucie County v. Dixon, 603 So. 2d 562 (Fla. 4th DCA 1992), which reinforces the importance and reliability of the index, a decision which the Legislature has never come near to overriding.


	Being a committee motion, no second is needed.  After discussion, the motion passed unanimously. 

Information Items:


A. Construction Law Committee - Bruce Partington, Chair; Brett Henson and Jason Quintero, Co-Vice Chairs 

Brett Henson presented on the Committee proposal of Section position related to proposed legislation amending sections 287.055 and 255.065, Florida Statutes, revising Florida’s statutory public procurement framework and public-private partnership law: Support proposed legislation amending sections 287.055 and 255.065, Florida Statutes, to revise Florida’s statutory public procurement framework; resolve conflicts between Florida’s Consultants’ Competitive Negotiation Act (“CCNA”) and Florida’s Public-Private Partnerships (“P3”) law; harmonize the CCNA with foundational legal principles and developments in public procurement law; clarify ambiguities in Florida’s P3 law relating to the procurement of performance and payment bonds; and reinstate certain exemptions from Florida’s public records and public meeting requirements applicable to unsolicited P3 proposals.



XIII.	New Business - None

XIV.	Adjourn

	Meeting adjourned at approximately 12:10 pm


								Respectfully submitted by:
								Wilhelmina F. Kightlinger
								Secretary, RPPTL Section
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